10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 29 October 1985

ARMS CONTROL: SOVIET VIOLATIONS

I enclose a copy of a message from President Reagan to
the Prime Minister, received on the direct line late last
night, seeking the United Kingdom's support at the Nuclear
Planning Group Ministerial today and tomorrow for communique
language stating concern over Soviet violations of arms
control agreement.

As you know, I conveyed the gist of this to Richard
Mottram in Brussels last night, saying that I thought the
Prime Minister would wish to be helpful to the United States
consistently with our own judgement of Soviet activities.
Richard told me that language had been discussed informally
with the United States during the evening and he believed
that a form of words satisfactory to the Americans could be
agreed. He promised to let me know this morning if
difficulties developed.

I should be grateful to be kept abreast. If we are
able to help the Americans, I should be grateful for a quick
draft reply from the Prime Minister to the President.

The rule is that messages received on this link should
have a very limited distribution indeed. You should not
send it to Brussels nor should it be referred to in
discussions there. But Richard Mottram of course knows the

gist of it.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to Colin Budd
(Foreign and Commonwealth Office) and Michael Stark (Cabinet

Office).

(Charles Powell) /(

Denis Brennan, Esq.,
Ministry of Defence.
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