10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 26 March 1986

NUCLEAR TESTING: MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT REAGAN

Thank you for your letter of 25 March
enclosing a draft reply from the Prime Minister
to President Reagan's recent message on
nuclear testing.

The Prime Minister has signed a somewhat
revised version which I enclose. 1 should
be grateful if you could arrange for its early
delivery.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to
Richard Mottram (Ministry of Defence) and
Michael Stark (Cabinet Office).

(C. D. POWELL)

Colin Budd, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




o

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

25 March 1986

7

Nuclear Testing: Message from President Reagan

ot Tow
Thank you for your letter of lj’ﬁ;fch to the
Resident Clerk conveying the text of the President's
message to the Prime Minister of the previous day.

I enclose a brief draft reply to President Reagan.
It takes the opportunity of expressing our support for
President Reagan's proposals and our disapproval of the
unconsidered rejection given by the Russians. It does
not seek to cover every detail of the overall American
approach.

I am copying this letter to Richard Mottram (MOD)
and Michael Stark (Cabinet Office).

Vs ety
Cslin JBedA

(C R Budd)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
PS/10 Downing Street
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Thank you for your ssage of 1} March about nuclear
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comprehensive test ban would/be largely unaffected.
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I vaxy_mmcn_ﬂelnnme_youn_%ifﬂmpé—ﬁo engage the Russians
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in a dialogue on':ikgheeﬂ ferification. And I strongly

support the link you sae B_twee rogress in this area
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proposals [is disappointing, but perhaps predictable.

I hope it will not be their last word, and—indeed-the+

n is area. \
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Gorbachev had replied only ﬁhe previous—day to the

leaders of the Six Nationsfﬁive Continents appeal. But

your own offer clearly demoné@rates that for your part
G .
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you have genuinely serious ideas of how to make
progress on these difficult issues. And I hope
that the contrast between the approach of Ahe West
and that of the East will not be lost @n those who

criticise our policy.

The Soviet approach to verification seems to belie

Gorbachev's fine words, wﬁg; put to the test. We

must of course keep pvé;sing them on the point, and
emphasising in puplic - as Geoffrey Fowe did in a
speech last weekE— the need for them to back up

their rhetopi; with practical and realistic proposals.
We also nééd to ensure that our own ideas for
verifiéétion across the board meet the same criteria,
whiié preserving Western security interests. Your

initiative on the TTBT/PNET sets a good example.




