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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 3 April 1986

Thank you for your letter of 2 April enclosing a draft
message for the Prime Minister to send to the Chairman of Nissan
following the death of Mr. Kawamata. The Prime Minister was
pleased to agree to send a message in the following terms:

"It was with deep regret that I learned of Mr. Kawamata's
death last week. As President of the Nissan Motor Company between
1957 and 1973 and Chairman between 1973 and 1985 he had an outstanding
record of service. It is particularly sad that his death should
have occurred such a short time before Nissan's new production
line in England comes into operation, a project with which I
know he was closely associated. Please accept my deepest condolences".

No doubt you are arranging for this to be delivered to
Nissan via our Embassy in Tokyo.

TIM FLESHER

Robert Coll, Esq.,
Department of Trade and Industry




PRIME MINISTER

The former Chairman of Nissan, Mr. Katsuji Kawamata, died
last Saturday and I enquired whether a message of condolence
wonldgordown well. "ITram “told that. it would. “.0ur:Tokyvo
Embassy will arrange for the message to be delivered. Are

you content for a message to be sent in the following terms:

"It was with deep regret that I learned of Mr. Kawamata's
death last week. As President of the Nissan Motor Company
between 1957 and 1973 and Chairman between 1973 and 1985

he had an outstanding record of service. It is particularly
sad that his death should have occurred such a short time

before Nissan's new production line in England comes into

operation, a project with which I know he was closely associated.

Please accept my deepest condolences."

(Timothy Flesher)

3 April 1986
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DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY
1-19 VICTORIA STREET
LONDON SWIH OET

Telephone (Direct dialling) 01-215)
GTN  215)
1 itchbos 5
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry R . T8

> April 1986

Tim Flesher Esq

Private Secretary to the
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

London SW1

\).,é] an TWu ;

As requested, I enclose a draft message of Condolence for the
Prime Minister to send to the new Chairman of Nissan in response
to the telex she received from the Company. A short background
note on Mr Kawamata is also attached for your information. The

text of the message has been agreed with our Embassy in Tokyo who
will arrange for it to be delivered to Nissan.
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R=COLLE
Private Sécretary
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It was with deep regret that I ledrned of Mr Kawamata's death
last week.#‘lt is particularly/sad that his death should have
occurred such a short time pefore Nissan's new production line
in England comes into op,e/r/ation, a project with which I know

he was closely BSSOCi§féd- Please accept my deepest condolences.
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DEATH OF MR KAWAMATA

Mr Katsuji Kawamata passed away on Saturday 29 March in Tokyo.

He was 81 years old and was Chairman of Nissan Motor Co from

1973 to 1985. Although reluctant to support the establishment

of the Nissan factory at Washington in North East England, he

was reflecting the views of a particular faction.. His subsequent
conversion made possible the decision to proceed and he greatly

valued his meeting with the Prime Minister.

A letter of condolence from the Prime Minister to be delivered

by our Tokyo Embassy is supported by our Ambassador.

Vehicles Division

2 April 1986
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