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10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 29 April 1986
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I had a first meeting with the new French Prime Minister
at Chequers on 26 April. In the course of our discussions,
M. Chirac raised the question of France's relations with New
Zealand. He told me that he very much wished to find a
solution to the problems which have arisen, and was anxious
to pursue negotiations with you as soon as possible. He
claimed, however, that he was finding it difficult to get
such negotiations under way, and was anxious lest delay
should lead to their being further complicated by extraneous

issues.

M. Chirac asked for my assistance in establishing a
discreet channel. 1If there are any points which you wish me
to pass on to him on procedure, in order to facilitate the
opening of discussions, I should be happy to do so. I do
not, of course, seek to be involved in any way in the
substance of any discussions, which must be entirely a matter

between you and the French Government.

With best wishes,

The Rt. Hon. D. R. Lange
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We spoke. I attach a copy of the message received from
our New Zealand colleagues. Peter Wallis will be forwarding o
it to the FCO in the normal way, with the suggestion that Cﬁﬁﬂds
Harland should be briefed by the FCO, simply to the effect C)fg

that there has been an exchange of letters between the
Prime Ministers.

FRANCE/NEW ZEALAND

A G Wilkinson
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 29 April 1986

PRIME MINISTER'S WITH M. CHIRAC:
NEW ZEALAND

I enclose a signed original of the Prime
Minister's message to Mr. Lange, somewhat
amended from the draft sent under cover of
your letter of today's date. Subject to any
comments on the revised text, I should be
grateful if it could be despatched as soon
as possible. ]

(Charles Powell)

Colin Budd, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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SECRET
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

29 April 1986

Prime Minister's Meeting with M. Chirac:
b
New Zealand

I enclose, as requested in your letter of}2€ April,
a draft message from the Prime Minister to Mr Lange. We
will be happy to arrange for it to be delivered
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Gl Suad

(C R Budd)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esq
PS/10 Downing Street

THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS
RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4)
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT
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FROM: Reference

Prime Minister

DEPARTMENT:

Your Reference

Me- David Lange
Prime Minister of New Zealand

— e

Copies to:

SUBJECT: -

As,y6h\w1%if;:§Z§%$§“kﬁ ; aﬁmﬂ.
! ¥ QW I yéd a brief-working meeting

VRS
with the French Prime Ministér at Chequers on 26 April.

/ )
e 8 / g
- f/—A‘.—‘F’—

‘fl\In the course of our discﬁssions, M. Chirac raised the

question of France's relations with New Zealand. He
told me that he very mych wished to find a solution to

the problems which have arisen, and was anxious to
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Government to /get involved in the substance of any

negotiationsi I am sure you would agr€e. But M. Chirac

has e+xready asked for our assisténce in establishing
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a discreet’ channel and I,uﬁderstand that a proposal has
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