PRIME MINISTER 17 March 1988

SCHOOLS IN SCOTLAND

Your action over Paisley Grammar School has become a

standard around which people can rally to the Party in

e —

Scotland.
Rl iy

Earlier this week Michael Forsythe was handed a petition of

17,000 signatures to keep open Notre-Dame School - an

all-girls secondary school in Hillhead. The school has 654
pupils out of a possible 68l - and one-half of the children
i

are there by the specific request of their parents.

The Labour MP for Hillhead, George Galloway, strongly

supports the new regulations which make it possible to save
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another exellent school.

The strong impression I get is that the decision over

Paisley has been welcomed enthusiastically by people at all

1evefs’throughout Scotland.
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Recommendation

It is vital that we do not lose the chance to give these

parents the right to opt-out of LEA's.
o -
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Minister Mr Michael For-
syth stepped into the row
over one of Scotland’s
most famous Roman
Catholic schools yesterday
with a broad hint that it
b |'could be saved from
closure.
The Minister met'a dele-
g:;ign of Notre Dame
ndary parents yester-
day during a school tour
which he said he had
orﬁanised in response to a
welter of complaints about
its possible closure. : :

Strathclyde Regional
Council is considering a
lan to close the
wanhill building and to

with those of neaxgy St
Thomas
secondary. .
Parents believe that the
all-girls school, whose roll
is only 27 places short of
capacity this year, should
stay open. The Minister
lFeed yesterday that its
closure would have to be
referred to the Scottish

Secretary, Mr Malcolm
| Rifkind, as a result of new

SCOTTISH Education

merge Notre Dame pupils .

Aquinas_

Minis
Notre Dame
could be's

Government fegulatidnt.

announced last ' month.
Mr Forsyth said that if
Strathclyde approved the
merger plan on %pril 28,
the matter would  “very
clearly” be referred to Mr
Rifkind under the new
rules which came into
force in the wake of the
row over Paisley Gram-

‘ mar School.

“The Secretary of State
would consider all the ar-
ents in favour of the
decision to close. It would
be up to him either to con-
firm the decision or refuse
it,” he added.

“This is a school which
is well-supported by par-
ents and which a
substantial number here
on placing requests. It has
a sood academic record
and is clearly well run and
organised.

“Anyone visiting this
school would be struck by
its strengths and the sup-
port which it pu."

Mr Fonrth accepted
that Strathclyde Regional
Council was right to try to
eliminate surplus places,
but said he believed that
closure plans for schools
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which were ‘“‘popular”
with parents s ould be

reviewed,
He said that the new

regulations, which force .

councils to. take school
rolls into account when
considering closure or
merger, could affect 20
schools in Strathclyde
alone. Notre Dame has

654 &upils out of a possi-
ble
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Pand half of those “1' ¢

children are there by their
families’ request under the

“‘parents’ C arter”.
The Minister was hand-
ed a 17,000-signature
etition against Notre
e’s closure or merger

with St Thomas Aquinas, ’

which he also visited yes-

terday. Mr Jeremy Brock, -

parents’ action group sec-
retary, said: “He certainly
gave us the impression
that he was favourably

impressed.

A Strathclyde education
spokesman said that the
merger plan had been put
out to consultation, and
that no final decision
would be made until next
month. “We cannot say
anything until we know
the results of the consulta-

_ tion process,” he added.

Mr Michael Forsyth studies & petition
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of 17,000 nam'es from the group ﬂéhting closure of Notre Dame s?;hpo
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